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From the Editor

Dear Readers,

It is with great pleasure and a renewed sense of purpose that we bring you the July 2025 issue of the Journal of
Sustainable Equity and Social Research (JSESR). Once again, we come together to share knowledge rooted in a
vision of justice, equity, and sustainable social transformation. As always, our aim is not merely to publish
academic work but to foster a space where critical thinking, interdisciplinary dialogue, and global-local
perspectives meet and grow.

In this issue, we present five thought-provoking articles that explore power, gender, governance, and cultural
meaning across various geographies and theoretical frameworks.

We begin with Ceren Aval’s contribution, which offers a comparative reading of two seminal theorists of
biopolitics: Michel Foucault and Giorgio Agamben. Her work is more than a conceptual exercise; it is a timely
inquiry into how life itself has become a central domain of political power in an age of global crises—pandemics,
migration, climate disasters—where governing life often means deciding who lives and how.

The second article, by Fazilet Ahu Ozmen Akalin, turns our attention to the experience of women in what she
terms the "hypermodern” age. Through a multi-layered sociological analysis, the article examines women’s
bodies, identities, and resistance practices in an era of acceleration, consumption, and mediated subjectivities.
It is a valuable contribution to feminist sociology and to those interested in understanding how neoliberalism
is reshaping femininity.

In our third article, Marwah Camama-Azis and Norjannah B. Ampaso bring us a unique ethnographic
perspective from the Philippines. By focusing on the figure of the Liyamin (secluded princess) in Meranaw
society, they examine the intersections of tradition, empowerment, and gendered power. Their study opens up
meaningful conversations in postcolonial feminist thought and offers an important voice from the Global South.
Sema Metin’s historical inquiry is centered on one of the pioneering women of the Ottoman constitutional
period, Selma Riza. Through a close reading of her writings in Millet newspaper, the article revisits Riza’s vision
of modernity, freedom, and womanhood. This work reminds us of the intellectual legacy of women often left
out of dominant historical narratives and challenges us to rethink modernity through the eyes of early female
intellectuals.

And finally, in the fifth article—authored by myself —I explore how Women’s Assemblies within Turkey’s City
Councils are engaging with practices of good governance and democratic participation. Drawing from field
experiences and institutional analysis, the study illustrates how women act not only as participants but also as
transformative actors in the local political sphere, pushing for gender-just governance structures.

At JSESR, we believe in depth over speed, in quality over quantity. Every article we publish is chosen not only
for its academic merit but for its potential to contribute to a more equitable, participatory, and sustainable
world. In this issue, you will find voices from different corners of the world, united in their commitment to
critical inquiry and social transformation.

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to our authors, to the reviewers who generously shared their time
and insights, and to our editorial team who have worked with care and dedication. I hope the work published
in this issue inspires new questions, new solidarities, and new paths forward for all who engage with it.

With warm regards and in solidarity,

Looking forward to meeting again in our next issue.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zeynep Banu Dalaman
Editor-in-Chief
Journal of Sustainable Equity and Social Research (JSESR)
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Degerli Okuyucularimiz,

Sizleri bir kez daha Siirdiiriilebilir Esitlik v Sosyal Arastirmalar Dergisi (JSESR) ailesiyle bulusturmanin heyecanini
yasiyoruz. Bu yilin Temmuz sayisi, sadece akademik bilgi iiretimini degil, aynm1 zamanda esitlik, adalet ve
surdiiriilebilir toplumsal doniisiim arayislarini merkezine alan giiclii metinlerle karsinizda. Her sayida oldugu
gibi bu sayimizda da disiplinleraras: diisiinmeyi, farkli cografyalar arasinda diyalog kurmay1 ve elestirel
bilginin 15181nda ortak gelecegimizi sorgulamay1 amagliyoruz.

Dergimizin ilk makalesinde, sevgili Ceren Avail, cagdas siyaset kuraminin iki 6nemli figiirii olan Foucault ve
Agamben’in biyopolitika kavramlarini karsilastirmali bir sekilde ele aliyor. Yasamin bizzat kendisinin siyasal
stratejilerle kusatildig1 bir cagda, bu kavramsal ¢dziimleme yalnizca teorik bir okuma sunmakla kalmiyor, ayni
zamanda giincel krizleri (pandemiler, gog, iklim vb.) anlamlandirmak i¢in bir diisiinme gercevesi Oneriyor.
Fazilet Ahu Ozmen Akalin ise “hipermodern” olarak tarif edilen giiniimiiziin hiz, tiiketim ve kimlik
daginikligiyla oriilii caginda, kadinin bedeni ve O6znesi {izerine ¢ok katmanli bir ¢dziimleme sunuyor.
Kadinlarin giindelik hayat deneyimlerinden modaya, sosyal medyadaki temsil bicimlerinden mikro direnis
stratejilerine uzanan bu titiz calisma, feminist sosyoloji literatiiriine kiymetli bir katka.

Uciincii makalemiz, Filipinler'den Marwah Camama-Azis ve Norjannah B. Ampaso’'nun kaleminden ¢ikma
bir saha calismasi. Liyamin (secluded princess) olarak bilinen toplumsal figiir {izerinden Meranaw
toplumundaki kadin giiclenmesini tartisgan bu metin, yalmzca toplumsal cinsiyet normlarimm degil, aym
zamanda kiiltiirel kimliklerin yeniden insasimni da sorguluyor. Kiiresel Giiney’den gelen bu giiclii ses,
postkolonyal feminist tartismalar i¢in onemli bir pencere agiyor.

Sema Metin'in tarihsel derinligi olan dordiincii ¢alismasi, II. Mesrutiyet doneminin 6nctii kadin yazarlarindan
Selma Riza'y1 odaga aliyor. Millet gazetesinde kaleme aldig yazilar iizerinden Selma Riza’nin modernlesme
tahayyiiliinii, 6zgiirlitk kavramini ve kadinlarin kamusal alandaki konumunu inceleyen bu ¢alisma, tarih
yaziminda kadin 6znenin goriiniirliigiine yonelik giiclii bir ¢agr1 niteliginde.

Ve besinci makalede, bu satirlarin yazari olarak ben, Tiirkiye’deki kent konseyleri biinyesindeki kadin
meclislerinin iyi yOnetisim ve esit temsil perspektifinden nasil islerlik kazandigini sorguluyorum. Yerel
siyasette kadinlarin yalnizca katilima degil, doniistiiriicii aktorler olabilecegini savunarak, toplumsal cinsiyet
adaletinin yerel diizeyde nasil insa edilebilecegine dair somut deneyimleri okuyucuyla paylasiyorum.

JSESR olarak, nicelikten gok nitelik, yiizeysel olandan ¢ok derinlikli olan1 nemsiyoruz. Bu dergide yer alan her
yazinin, sadece akademik alanda bir katki degil; ayn1 zamanda daha adil, daha katilimci, daha yasanabilir bir
diinya tahayyiiliine bir tugla koymasini arzu ediyoruz.

Siz degerli okuyucularimiza, dergimize katki sunan tiim yazarlarimiza, titiz degerlendirmeler yapan
hakemlerimize ve yaymn kurulundaki kiymetli ¢alisma arkadaslarima en igten tesekkiirlerimi sunuyorum. Bu
sayimizda da yolumuzu bilgiyle, vicdanla ve elestirel diisiinceyle aydinlatan ¢ok kiymetli katkilar var.
Umarim bu sayida yer alan ¢alismalar, sizin de zihninizde ve yiireginizde yeni sorular, ilhamlar ve tartismalar
baglatir.

Yeni sayilarda goriismek dilegiyle,

Sevgi ve dayanismayla,

Dog. Dr. Zeynep Banu Dalaman
Editor
Stirdiiriilebilir Esitlik v Sosyal Arastirmalar Dergisi (JSESR)
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